
Central and Inner Review Area – Growth Needs 

Viscount Alexander PS – Addition Opening for September 2019 

Existing Capital Priority  

Background: 

Viscount Alexander Public School is located in an older, mature part of the District (the Sandy Hill area) and 
serves students from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 6.  The school building has a current student capacity of 
188 pupil places. 

In 2009, the Board approved the introduction of a Kindergarten to Grade 6 Early French Immersion program at 
the school, beginning with Senior Kindergarten that year and adding one grade per year thereafter.  This new 
immersion program was sought to alleviate growing accommodation pressures at Rockcliffe Park Public 
School.  

Although the school is currently operating at 100% capacity (188 students), the school offers a dual track 
program which places significant strain on resources in the school. Three portable classrooms are currently 
in use on the site. 

Based on enrolment projections, a longer-term need for portables at the site is a likely between three and six. 

In addition to the above, Viscount Alexander Public School was involved in a recent consultative process 
conducted by the Board focused on the alleviation of enrolment pressures at Elgin Street Public School.  Early 
French Immersion program students residing in Old Ottawa East (an area which is located a kilometer from 
Viscount Alexander Public School) are currently directed to Elgin Street Public School in Centretown.  A longer-
term solution for the pressures experienced at Elgin Street Public School and for projected school-age 
population growth in Centretown is likely to require the need for additional local instructional space.  

 It should be noted that the Old Ottawa East area also contains a large residential re-development project 
(Greystone Village) which is expected to contain around 900 new dwelling units at full build-out, anticipated to 
occur over the next 10-15 years.  Construction of townhomes and single family homes has already started on 
the lands in July 2016, so additional enrolment to Viscount Alexander Public School can be anticipated in the 
coming years.   

In June 2016 the Board approved a multi-year plan for the completion of a number of accommodation 
reviews.  A formal pupil accommodation review of Centretown and surrounding areas is scheduled to begin in 
2019.  Viscount Alexander Public School will be included in that review. 

The approval of an addition to Viscount Alexander Public School would provide a solution to a number of local 
issues; appropriate program space for the school’s Full-Day Kindergarten Program; an elimination of the need 
for portables on site; sufficient space for EFI program students from Old Ottawa East; and flexibility to 
accommodate future enrolment fluctuations and students generated from the Greystone Village 
development.   
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The proposed addition would be comprised of four regular classrooms and one purpose-built kindergarten 
classroom.  This project would result in 118 additional pupil places and a total school capacity of 306. 
 
The Capital Priority submission to the Ministry of Education was initially made in 2015, and has since been re-
submitted annually for funding consideration. 
  
The charts below detail the accommodation and utilization impact of the requested addition at Viscount 
Alexander PS 

Projected enrolment and accommodation for designated schools – status quo: 
 

Viscount Alexander PS  (capacity 188)
JK-SK 1-6 SE TOTAL UF % Port

2018 45 149 194 103% 3
2019 49 152 201 107% 3
2020 51 154 205 109% 3
2021 53 163 216 115% 4
2022 54 169 223 119% 6  

 
 
 
Growth area needs and projected impact on existing schools: 
 
 

Viscount Alexander PS  (capacity 306)
JK-SK 1-6 SE TOTAL UF % Port

2019 49 152 201 66%
2020 51 154 205 67%
2021 53 163 216 71%
2022 54 169 223 73%
2023 55 172 227 74%  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 

1.  Port = portable classrooms estimated to be required by a school for a particular year.   
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